Title of the Paper: Genocides in the Name of God: An Indian Perspective
Proposal:

Religion is one of the most influential institutions in the world. Perhaps it came into existent due to the fear of the unknown, or perhaps due to the awesome fury of nature, however in our times it has come to symbolise the fear of the different. In India, where 1/6th of humanity resides, a land culturally and religiously more diverse than any other, these differences are vast as well as dangerous. Religion has torn our country apart, leading to the single largest religious migration and the killing of tens of thousands of innocents during the genocide called Partition, in 1947. However this was not the only religious genocide nor was it the last. Till as recently as 2002, where thousands of Hindus and Muslims slaughtered each other, India has not learnt its lesson that from more than 33 million Gods that we worship, none preached violence or killing.

Our paper shall broadly deal with the following:

· The religious diversity in the Indian subcontinent, the history of religious foment and the genocides it has lead to.

· Increasing ‘fundementalisation’ of India, thereby leading to ‘ghettoisation’ of urban as well as rural society. Not only does this do irreparable damage to the secular fabric of the country, but as history has witnessed, leads to a more hostile environment and a faster as well as more violent spread of genocides. 

· A case study of the genocides in Delhi in 1984, and in Gujarat in 2002. This would also deal with the government apathy, and how the government even allegedly condoned the killings. This would also cover the alleged human-rights violations by the police and other paramilitary forces that are said to have played a partisan role.

· The vote-bank politics that plays such an important role in the world’s largest democracy wherein nearly a majority of people cannot read nor write. Therefore the reason why progressive governments have turned a blind-eye to religious genocides.

· Lastly the urgent need to recognise the importance that religion plays in genocides from a global as well as Indian perspective and the need to address it immediately

The paper would try to stress the importance that religion plays in genocides, specifically in the context of India and how this phenomena needs to be addressed.
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