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Anomie, Fear, and Genocide
            There have been numerous psychological studies of the relationship authoritarian between persons and other character traits and the rise of intolerant leaders and people‚s willingness to support and participate in acts of genocide. There are also a plethora of historical examinations and descriptions of countries that have given rise to genocide. I am presently seeking to examine the social conditions that are significant contributors to intolerance, hostility, and brutality to minorities that are part of a social system.
            The theoretical foundation on which I base my sociological perspective is rooted in Durkheim‚s analysis of anomie. In the larger sense anomie is rooted in the breakdown of the social order. By this I mean when expectations that are rooted in the society‚s proposed prediction fails. We all live by having the expectations that „if we do this then the results will be such.‰  The „if ˆ then‰ proposition, our ability to control the future is an essential conditions for our stability. If the basis for our predictions fails, if the paradigms by which we plan our future is no longer valid ˆ the consequence is anger and fear.
            The next issue that needs to be examined is how the way people select the social group on whom the created anger is vented. In this regard I take into consideration of Simmel‚s analysis of the stranger. The stranger as Simmel proposes is a group of people who come today and who do not leave. They become a people set aside, often considered unclean, and who are perceived as the entity that defiles the purity of the majority. Historically such groups were tolerated only to the extent that they were considered useful by functioning in necessary occupations that otherwise were considered morally undesirable, occupations that do not enhance status.
            In times of anomie these groups are the vilified, demonized, and defined as the moral and economic pollutants who by their very essence are responsible for the undesirable social and economic conditions. The idea of social pollutants is well exemplified in the Bible.
            Only education that serves as a form of social-psychoanalysis and commitment to the ideal of justice can decrease the consequences of anomie.
