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This proposed paper will focus on how the identification of genocidal characteristics may be used to both structure and give greater comprehension to our ability to teach the Shoah.  This approach will also aid in teaching courses or units which may be comparative in nature.  The paper will go though thirteen characteristics of genocide identified in the Shoah and explore how each characteristic can be utilized to structure a unit on teaching either the Shoah or genocide in general for students in a fashion that is non-linear. 
Exploration into characteristics gives a level of understanding that permits students to go beyond historicity to begin to see the implications of Shoah study to other global events or to a host of moral and values based lessons.
Some of the characteristics relate to criminality, expropriation, enslavement, rescue and resistance as well as the impact of journalism and bystanders on what happened during the Shoah just to name a few.  This has been an exceptional too for teaching that we have used for more than 20 years in our college courses as well as in workshops sponsored by our Center. Last year we did a similar seminar for staff of the Wiesenthal LA Museum of Tolerance who are now beginning to use our work in their own educational efforts.
Mini-CVs
Professor Carol Edelman has been on the academic staff of CSU, Chico since 1981. She is currently the Associate Dean of the College of Behavioral and Social Sciences and a Professor of Sociology. She has been the Director of the Honors Program at CSU, Chico. For the last 21 years she has actively been involved in scholarship, research and creative work on the general topic of the Jewish response to the Holocaust. Her research work includes investigation into the Jewish social structure before and during the Holocaust in Eastern Europe; research into cultural responses to the genocide of the Jews; interviewing and collecting materials on social issues from survivors. She with Professor Sam Edelman is the recipient of numerous grants for her work as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting Award for Outstanding Documentaries in the Humanities for her documentary on cultural response to Genocide. Professor Carol Edelman currently is completing a book on the Holocaust entitled, Underground Without Bullet, with Sam Edelman.
Dr. Samuel M. Edelman is a professor of Jewish and Holocaust Studies as well as rhetoric and Communication Studies. He is the founder of the program in Modern Jewish and Israel Studies at the California State University Chico in Northern California and its current director. Edelman is also the coordinator of the California State University Statewide Modern Jewish Studies BA Degree. He recently was Scholar-in-Residence at Haifa University in Jewish Education.  Edelman has just been appointed Director of the California State Center of Excellence in Holocaust, Genocide, Human Rights and Tolerance Education and chief liaison to the State Taskforce on Holocaust, Genocide, Human Rights and Tolerance Education.
Edelman was Scholar in Residence in Jewish Education at Haifa University in 2002 and was Lehrhaus Judaica visiting distinguished lecturer in 2003 and 2004.  At Lehrhaus he delivered an 8 week course on Anti-Semitism. 
Edelman is the editor of “Within a Widening Gyre” published by Hampden Press.  This work focuses on expanding our perspective of rhetoric beyond the Greco-Roman tradition.  Edelman is currently writing two texts: “Yelling at G-d”: Jewish Rhetoric and Argumentation and “Theology of Despair-Pedagogy of Hope”: and exploration into the Shoah Poetry of Yitzhak Katzenelson (with Moshe Shner).
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