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PROPOSAL OF A PANEL AT IAGS 2005


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF OTHER VICTIMS ALONGSIDE OF ONE’S OWN PEOPLE IN THE HOLOCAUST AND THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE – AND IN ALL OTHER EVENTS OF GENOCIDES OF MULTIPLE PEOPLES

PARTICIPANTS: CHAIR Israel W. Charny; PANELISTS Rouben Adalian; Michael Berenbaum; Ian Hancock; Richard Hovannisian; Nicholas Robins
The natural reaction of every victim people to the catastrophe of genocide is to ‘huddle within one’s own family’ and, understandably mourn and protest the unparalleled loss and suffering induced by one’s own people.  When the further information emerges that there were other victim peoples alongside of one’s own people, there are many – though not all—deeply committed leaders and members of a victim people who resent or plain ‘don’t want to know’ about other victim peoples lest these – goyim and oders – in some way will take away from, reduce or attenuate the depth, intensity or moral significance of the losses of one’s own people.  In the Holocaust, the others alongside of the Jews include the mentally retarded and ill children, Roma (Gypsies), homosexuals, Russian POWs.  For the Armenians and all of us with them who have labored so long and hard, largely very successfully, to right the intellectual record of the once “forgotten genocide,” it is becoming clearer that there were also other Christian victims of the genocide, viz the Assyrians and Greek Christians as well as a so-called pagan people, the Yezdis.  In both cases of the Holocaust and the Armenian Genocide, there are a few outstanding leaders of the major victim people who stand up for other victims, e.g., Simon Wiesenthal (who, ironically, is not followed in his resolute idenitifcation with other victims such as the Roma by the very institution and center named in his honor), and Michael Berenbaum are noteworthy Jewish leaders who speak for other victims of the Holocaust; and similarly, Richard Hovannisian has spoken up for recognition of other victims alongside of the Armenian people in their genocide; and there are many others who dare to take the historical and moral high ground.  Many of those who speak for the full truth with respect for other victim groups are subject to bitter criticisms and even disparagement, degrees of exclusion from groups and institutions, and there have even been cases of denials of well-deserved advancement in their respective professional communities.

This panel will be devoted to articulating and establishing the principle that ALL victims of a genocidal event need to be recognized forthrightly and accurately. 

 If the panel and audience have the emotional strength to go even further, it is possible that the above principle will also be extended to include the resistors and civilians taken as hostages and sacrificially decimated to demonstrate the power of a genociding regime, such as certainly occurred to the extent of millions of victims in the Nazi regime, and Stalin’s USSR, and elsewhere such as in Rwanda where Hutu sympathetic to Tutsi were put to death, or in Cambodia where anyone who looked like (was perceived as) antagonistic to the new regime could be executed

Finally, in the rare possibility that this panel and audience will be able to go an even fuller length, a further principle may be formulated: Even genocidal massacres that are perpetrated by a victim people on their oppressors in the course of a very legitimate effort at a war of defense, or subsequently in an understandable aftermath of victory and revenge over their genociders, also need to be identified forthrightly and critically in the historical record as acts of genocide to be dealt with as violations of a universal principle of the sanctity of all human life.







