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  Social myths figured prominently in the propaganda campaigns and informal street talk of the Bosnian, Cambodian and Rwandan genocides. Most people appear to believe them. Clearly, their lethality is not disputed. As Omar Bartov recently reminded us of Hitler and his followers, they believed what they meant and “meant what they said.”(tnr.org)


  A history of the Jews invariably leads to a history of social mythologies, fantasies and cultural delusions. Roman Emperor Claudius is recorded as having described the Jews as a people who spread "a great plague throughout the world," while Apion believed that the Jews drank the blood of gentile children. Today those being are still in existence--the larger question is why. 


  Unfortunately, antisemitism research has been all but neglected. An online review of North American doctoral dissertations is telling. When the term antisemitism is entered into a data search of the past fifty years, approximately 100 doctoral dissertations are identified. By contrast, the term ‘racism’ displays over 3,000 ‘hits.’(oclc.org). It could not have come at a worse time as hate crimes against Jews have hit record highs in Europe (France), Canada and Australia. (adl.org)   


     Personality traits (authoritarianism) and to a lesser extent social norms were the focus of earlier research. Today, the cognitive dynamics of ordinary people--their thinking processes, vulnerability to social myths and general frame of mind are scrutinized closer. Antisemitic legends contain a boogie man and superstitious quality that begs the question of who believes such cultural delusions--are superstitious persons more vulnerable to antisemitic beliefs?


    One hundred and twenty (N=120) community based respondents from four distinct groupings (Arab Muslim; Arab Christian; Non-Arab Muslim; Non-Arab Christian) were examined as to the amount and type of antisemitism. They completed a test of superstition and paranormal beliefs. The results are then discussed in terms of cognitive frameworks and the potential for activation of the genocidal mind.

































































     None of this (antisemitism) would be of significance 


     without the support and preconditioning of popular culture.  


             --George Mosse.    


                   Mosse, G.L (1970) Germans and Jews. New York: Grosset & Dunlop p.76











