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This paper explores the roots and consequences of genocide in human emotions.  In contrast to the view that the basis for political decision-making is always a rational calculus, this paper argues that human emotions play a critical role.  Genocide evolves from emotional reactions to events that are both extraordinary, and salient to the nature of the polity.  These same emotional reactions lay at the root of the massive regional, or even in one case the global destabilizations that are consequences of genocide.  Anger, powerlessness, urgency, and surprise are some of the components of the emotional syndrome found at the root of both the onset of genocide and its aftermath.  As a response, state security or aggrandizement becomes the goal of both the perpetrators of genocide and victim survivors.  The theory is examined in the three cases that constitute the most extensive genocides of the twentieth century:  the Jews of Europe, the Armenians of the Ottoman Empire, and the Tutsi of Rwanda.

