THE REPARATIONS IN FRANCE 1945 - 2004
To understand what a reparation means, it is imperative to define precisely what was the despoilment of the Jews in France during World War II. Although a lot of people in France lost their properties, for the Jews, the circumstances were far from different. For several reasons, the despoilment of the Jews needed specific and exceptional reparation mesures. 

I- Reparations from the end of WWII to the 1970s:

Before the end of World War II, the French temporary Government settled in North Africa decided to cancel the Anti-Semitic laws of the Vichy Government. Then, after the War, decrees and laws were promulgated to cover various prejudices. The German Government also promulgated the Brüg and the Beg laws that permitted to repair most of the losses due to the War. While, the French Government reimbursed part of material losses thanks to the law of 1948. But, even with these mesures, some victims and among them, several Jewish people did not receive any money for all the prejudices they had to endure. 

This first part will present the former reparations from the end of World War II until the seventies.

II- The turning point of the 1990s:
In a second part, we will enphasize the creation of new reparations that took place in the mid-90s. In 1995, President Jacques Chirac made a statement that must be considered as a major change in the History of the Holocaust in France. He was the first president who recognized officially the responsability of the Vichy Government in the persecutions and further, the deportation of the Jews settled in France. That was the first step. Two years later, the “Matteoli Commission” was created to study the despoilment of the Jews. This Commission gathered notorious historians, archivists and researchers who have traced down for four years every document, every evidence that later on, found its place in the puzzle of the despoilment of Jews. 

Four years later, the final report of the “Matteoli Commission” recommanded the creation of another Commission that analysed all the cases one by one and reimbursed the victims and their descendants. This Commission was called the “Commission for the Compensation of Victims of Spoliations resulting from Anti-Semitic Legislation in Force durint the Occupation”, also know as the “Drai Commission”, (C.I.V.S.). 

During the 90s, many French Institutions were involved in this undertaking to pay back the money that they had kept in vaults for more than half a century. 
We will also study briefly the policy of these Institutions involved in the reparation movement. 

III- The reparations in the Holocaust’s history: 

The last part will emphasize the reparations in the frame of the Holocaust’s history in France. Why did the French Government waited so many years to officialy recognize the responsability of the Vichy Government in the persecution of the Jews ? We will try to answer that question insisting on the “waves of mea culpa” such as the Christian Church, the French Police and the Train Company (the SNCF).
The reparations in France also took place in a larger context of International movement of justice (the Class Action in the US, the “Bergier Commission” in Switzerland, the Austrian Measures, etc.)  Since the beginning of the 2000s, new mesures have been taken to repair other prejudices (life in the ghettos, Forced Labour, etc.)

We will conclude the paper showing that almost 60 years after the War, the new perspective of despoilment that few historians had explored before opened a new field in the Holocaust history, engraving the procedure of despoilment into the destruction plan of the Nazis to exterminate the Jews all over Europe after taking all their properties, from the very little to the most valuable ones. 

