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 Colin Powell’s uncharacteristic and unprecedented official declaration in September 2004 of an ongoing genocide in Sudan raises questions about the process of “labeling” mass murder as genocide.  Such labeling is critical for the framing, perception, and political implications of genocide.  Why is it that the atrocities of Darfur have received a formal “finding” of genocide by the U.S. government whereas much longer standing instances of systematic group killings based on race, religion, and ethnicity in southern Sudan have not?  What is the significance of a “solo” determination of genocide in Sudan by the United States when the United Nations, the European Union, the Arab League and interested national governments abstain from equivalent declarations? 

This paper will apply relevant paradigms from sociology and political science – labeling theory (Tannenbaum and Lemert), social constructionism (Berger and Luckmann), political language (Edelman), problem definition (Rochefort and Cobb), and “tipping points”(Gladwell) - to the current analysis of Sudan.  To the question “What are the moral, legal and political implications of the finding of contemporaneous genocide?” social science   provides multiple answers. 

