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“The children must go out white”

Forced child removal in Western Australia: A case for genocide.

With this paper, I look at Indigenous child removal in Western Australia as a case of genocide.  I examine Article II (e) of the United Nations Genocide Convention: the forcible removal of children as an action of genocide. Although, my main focus is the removal of “mixed race” Aboriginal children in Western Australia.  I draw a parallel to a few other cases in history where forced child removal has occurred.  
The key figure in the process of child removal in Western Australia was the Chief Protector of Aborigines, A. O. Neville. The passion and drive that pushed Neville to “improve” the race in Western Australia was on a level of its own.  His ideas of racial hierarchy, and to make Australia a “pure” and “superior” white nation were common to the eugenics movement that was sweeping throughout Europe and America throughout the inter-war period.  It was believed that Social Darwinism had a strong role in the future of Australia.  

Neville’s primary focus was the “half-caste” or “native” described as those Aborigines who were descendents of white as well as Indigenous parents.  The intention was complete biological absorption through forced child removal and controlled procreation of the Indigenous women.  With this policy Neville would ensure Australia could “merge them into our white community and eventually forget that there ever were any aborigines in Australia” (Neville 1937).  This long term plan shows the clear intent for the disappearance of the “mixed race” Aborigines, a crime of genocide under the UN Genocide Convention.  
However.forced child removal was not unique to Australia.  Strong parallels exist between the removal of children in Nazi occupied Europe and Indigenous children in North America.  The Nazi racial policy, led by Himmler was to steal non-Jewish children of the desirable “pure blood” to be part of their Lebensborn project.  These children were taken from countries in Nazi occupied Europe, targeted for Germanization, and trained to be part of the “superior” race.  A similar policy existed in North America as well, where residential schools established by missionaries and the Indian Office had the purpose of educating the Indigenous children in western and Christian lifestyle.  Many Indigenous Americans were forced as children to attend residential schools that tried to erase their traditional culture and prepare them for assimilation.  
� As stated in a letter from Sister Kate about the future of the “mixed race” Aboriginal children in her care.  This was a strong example of the “breed out policy” that was enforced in Western Australia in the inter-war period. 





