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(1) “Why Gendercide? Why Root-and-Branch? A Comparison of the Vendée Uprising of 1793-94 and the Bosnian War of the 1990s”
Abstract:

Previous research on gendercide, or gender-selective mass killing, has shown that perpetrators of genocide often consider it sufficient to kill males selectively, especially male noncombatants of “battle age.” This may bound and delimit the exterminatory enterprise. However, there are also many cases in which gender-selective extermination is substituted by a “root-and-branch” campaign against all sectors of the targeted population. This article deploys two case-studies from different historical epochs – the Vendée Uprising in revolutionary France in 1793-94, and the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina in the first half of the 1990s – to establish an empirical distinction between gendercidal and root-and-branch strategies. It further explores why, and under what circumstances, root-and-branch extermination may be preferred to gender-selective killing of males.

(2) “Communicating Genocide: Destructive and Constructive Uses of Communication in Modern Mass Killing”

Abstract:
This paper seeks to contribute to the still-understudied subject of genocide and communications. Themes to be considered included communications as transportation/logistics; the communications revolution and the “CNN effect”; and formal (state/corporate) versus informal (popular) communications strategies. Each theme will be analyzed for its destructive and constructive impact, and potential impact, on genocide. Classic cases of state use of communications for genocidal purposes will be considered (Nazi Germany, Ottoman Turkey, Yugoslavia under Milosevic, Rwanda under Hutu Power). But the paper will also consider nongovernmental actors and organizations, and the diversithy of strategies they adopt to prevent or (sometimes) promote genocide. Another chapter will be devoted to popular and subversive communications strategies. These include whistle-blowing, public demonstration/protest, and “witnessing.” The ambiguous role of rumour, humour, gossip, and denunciation will also be explored.
