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 A vast amount of scholarly work in genocide studies has been focused on the prevention of genocide. While prevention is worth “a pound of cure” and while it remains one of the most important areas of genocide studies, there has been an identifiable gap in the research in the area of how to successfully conduct a humanitarian intervention to suppress genocide. When prevention fails, what then? This question will be the central idea of this paper. 

The aim of this paper will be to provide lessons learned from the Rwandan Genocide with a view to describing the essential requirements for a humanitarian intervention to suppress genocide, when prevention has clearly failed. 


The five major groups of lessons learned from the Rwandan genocide fall under the titles of Will, Knowledge, Justification, Means and Time. Each group will in turn be sub-divided into specific lessons and discussed at the Policy, Strategic, Operational and Tactical level as applicable. In the lesson group of Will, the paper will provide an examination of the requirement to marshal the international, national, public and military will to suppress genocide. In the lesson group of Knowledge, the paper will provide an examination of the requirement to understand the past causes of the genocide, to have full situational awareness of the mission area and to use this knowledge to build a multi-disciplinary campaign plan to stop the genocide and to address the root causes of the genocide. In the lesson group of Justification, the paper will provide an examination of the requirement to legitimately and credibly justify armed intervention into the internal affairs of a sovereign state. This lesson group will include the moral, legal and policy justifications for intervention and the requirements to build an effective strategy and obtain a clear and enforceable mandate to suppress genocide. In the lesson group of Means, the paper will provide an examination of the planning, financial, military and use of force means that must be provided to the humanitarian intervention force including an examination of the inevitability of hostile, innocent and friendly force casualties. In the final lesson group of Time, the paper will provide an examination of the use of time in the near, mid and long term.


These five lesson groups represent the lessons learned by the author from his experience in Rwanda at the strategic, operational and tactical levels, before and during the genocide, and a decade of research since the genocide into the challenge of suppressing genocide from a military perspective. This paper will be the second of an on-going series of papers on using humanitarian intervention to suppress genocide and should provide the members of the International Association of Genocide Scholars with a fresh, new perspective on the use of force to save lives during genocide.
