





Leuven, Belgium, 12 January 2005

Subject : proposal for a panel at the 6th Biennal Conference of the 



Association of Genocide Scholars, 4-7 June, 2005

Dear Director,

In the spring of 2004 I have trained a group of eight graduate students from the Catholic University of Leuven to do field work on genocide in the summer of 2004 in Rwanda. 

Seven of these students have performed fieldwork for three months in one rural location, looking in particular at the mechanisms of genocide at the local level, the (ab)use of social capital and the mobilisation of the peasantry in acts of collective violence. One other student performed in-depth interviews with prisoners from the same locations. 

We would like to present our research methods and our findings at the conference in Boca Raton, Florida. Our panel presentation could run under the theme ‘ Mechanisms of Genocide at the local level : evidence from Rwanda ‘. Taken together the students have performed 500 interviews with survivors, prisoners, bystanders, soldiers, political authorities and so on. We have also engaged a professional documentary maker to film the research process. The editing of (parts of) the film will most probably be ready by June 2005 and we will be able to show it at the conference. 

This research, which was qualitative in nature, built on my own earlier, quantitative work in the same areas. We are thus able to present a research project that build on longer term presence of one or more researchers in communities struck by genocide. That research is interdisciplinary and used multiple research instruments. The project had also a pedagogical objective, as the participating graduate students have become ‘witnesses of genocide’ themselves and tell the story of the genocide in their own schools, programs and home communities. 

Before working for the World Bank on poverty in Rwanda, I was a researcher at the Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium and a 2003-2004 Fulbright Fellow at the Genocide Studies Program at Yale University. My dissertation was awarded the 2004 Jacques Rosenberg Award by the Auschwitz Foundation.  

It is unlikely that all of the participating students will be able to finance their trip to and their stay in Florida, but we will do our best to send as many as possible. 

Please accept this panel proposal for presentation at the 6th Biennial Conference. Shanley Pinchotti, one of the participating students lives in Maryland and agreed to follow up this proposal. Shanley and myself can be listed as the persons who submitted this panel proposal. 

Her email address is : smpinc@yahoo.com

Yours Sincerely,

Dr. Philip Verwimp

Email : pverwimp@worldbank.org
