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After gaining control of Germany in 1933, the Nazis moved to suppress the “unGerman” spirit—the relative modernism, liberalism, individualism, cosmopolitanism, and intellectual and social experimentation made possible by the Weimar Republic. An early casualty was Berlin’s Institute for Sexual Science, an internationally known research and treatment center for all areas of sexual functioning. Ten thousand of its books, as well as a bronze bust of founder Magnus Hirschfeld were consumed in the infamous May 10th Berlin book fires. Hirschfeld, safe in exile, embodied all that the Nazis despised: he was a Jew, a pacifist and leftist, a political activist and social reformer, a homosexual, and an independent scholar who had publicized the idea of multiple sexualities, the normality of homosexuality, and gay rights. For the estimated two million Germans who were homosexuals (as well as the Jews), 1933 marked the end of relative freedom and the beginning of a time when they would live “like animals in a wild game park, always sensing the hunters” (Burleigh & Wipperman, 1991). Processes of negation prepare the way for the execution of a regime’s will to extinction. The destruction of the institute and its books perfectly exemplifies Heine’s premise that the destruction of books is a prelude to mass murder—a phenomenon which in the twentieth century took the form of genocide, the extinction of those targeted on the basis of membership within a certain group.

This paper addresses these conference themes:

     A.  The origins of and accountability for the Holocaust

     H. Identification of endangered communities and the prevention of genocide
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