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Theme: 5. The legacy of genocide in Cambodia, former Yugoslavia, Rwanda and for indigenous peoples, and for the world community, including international law and organizations.
From 1895 onwards, German, followed by Belgian, colonial authorities cast ‘the Tutsi’ in Rwanda as ‘Hamitic’, as martial pastoralists who had subjugated ‘the Bantu Hutu’ and whose physiognomy ‘implied’ a North East African provenance.  In the process, colonial discourse (and practice) not only strengthened the authority of the Tutsi élite and monarchy, but effaced differential power and wealth among those who held ‘Tutsi’ status (conferred according to a variety of logics) under ‘race’.  The census of 1933 (in which ethno-racial identity was conferred by diverse means, but glossed as biologically determined) crystallised identities in the form of ID cards and reified the discourse of ‘Bantu’ and ‘Hamite’ which was, in turn, absorbed into an emerging élite Tutsi historiography.  With moves towards independence, ‘race as superiority’ was co-opted and transformed into ‘race as foreign interloper’ by a newly emergent class of educated Hutu who took power in 1959.  With the invasion of the Rwandan Patriotic Front in October 1990 (composed mainly of the descendents of Tutsi who had fled massacres in Rwanda in the 1950s and 1960s), the representation of ‘the Tutsi’ as ‘foreign Hamites’ was reactivated discursively in genocidal propaganda and performatively in massacres that culminated in the 1994 genocide.  The ‘Hamitic Hypothesis’ has now been erased from official discourse in Rwanda, while research, taking a perpetrator-oriented approach, has sought to demonstrate the ideational, discursive construction of racial alterity prior to the 1994 genocide.  Scholars have, however, noted how comparison between the Rwandan genocide and the Holocaust has introduced implicit notions of shared ‘Semitic victimhood’.  Such notions have been explicitly articulated by the ‘Havila Institute’, an organisation formed by members of the Tutsi diaspora in Belgium.  The institute maintains that Tutsi are ‘remnants of pre-talmudic tribes of Israel’ and that the Great Lakes Region of Africa corresponds to the region of ‘Havila’ (see Genesis 2:11), the land encircled by the ‘River Pishon’ (understood as the White Nile).  The Institute maintains that the Tutsi have been ‘exterminated, because of their Hebraic identity and their Solomonic legacy’ and is concerned with the ‘description and analysis of the biblical culture as carried by the ancient Batutsi’.  The Institute also maintains that the Tutsi, out of respect for the ‘Laws of Moses’ (see Deuteronomy 7:3-4), ‘have never intermarried with the Bantu [Hutu] peoples around them’ (contrary to empirical evidence) and that there is an ‘irreducible difference’ between Hutu and Tutsi.  Given the centrality of notions of ‘racial immutability’ in genocidal discourse, the pervasive impact of ‘mythico-histories’ in the Great Lakes Region and the central part played by diasporas in the regions past and current conflicts, the paper explores both the continuities and innovative aspects of these positions as they relate to the genealogy of the Hamitic Hypothesis in the region and contemporary ‘narratives of genocide’.  The paper draws on the oeuvres of the Institute and fieldwork conducted among its members.
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