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ABSTRACT

While delineating definitional distinctions and gradations of violence are appropriate and necessary, given the means of power genocide is the natural, communal methodological outcome of a life based on fear, distrust and hatred at the personal and interpersonal levels.  Genocide is the extrapolation of personal policies of despotism given societal force. In this sense, we can consider every murder as the genocide of one…as holding the potential for social chaos.  We must reconsider that many of our general social orientations hold the kernel of that which we understand as causing the very dissolution of the social which we seek to maintain.  The kernel of the whole is present in the orientations of the beginning.  Due to implicit/explicit social myopia, our civility takes on an incivility leading us toward doom.  This is the treacherous path which our societies walk today.  Though increased technological capabilities have amplified communicative interactions allowing for greater understanding, such technologies are a double-edged sword that have been used to increase the lethalness of military armaments…our journey has only become all the more precarious.  


Through personal reflection, interviews, and theoretical consideration of recent atrocities and various socio-political characteristics this paper considers how we might foster further socio-political flexibility, breadth of vision and understanding in order to prevent/divert (alleviate seems a bit optimistic) genocidal tendencies before they must be combated – adding insult to injury – through armed interventions consisting of various permutations of international coalitions. 


While the present is by no means completely darkened and the possibility of the future is not completely eclipsed, we must ask ourselves, what are the religio-psycho-social roots that allow a cultural mindset to develop that leads to seeking the annihilation of a people?  How might we philosophico-communicatively travel different paths?  Some immediate and gradual praxical options will be explored.          

