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With the killing of 1.5-3.0 million people, 10 million made refugees and 400,000 women raped – all in about nine months - the genocide in 1971 in Bangladesh (former East Pakistan) was one of the worst genocides of the twentieth century. Yet, this genocide, compared to other genocides, is not well known and even the genocide scholars have not paid any meaningful attention to it. 

One of the contributions of the evolving field of genocide studies is better understanding about genocide forecasting and prevention. History can’t be rewritten to wipe out the suffering and injustice of the past. However, it would be even a greater travesty, if we don’t learn from the past and better prepare ourselves in preventing future genocides.

This paper reviews the current state of knowledge about genocide forecasting and prevention and applies that knowledge in retrospect to study whether the genocide of 1971 could be forecasted.

