Identification of endangered communities and the prevention of genocide
the case of North Africa--
(Absract)
submitted by: Abdellah BOUZANDAG
4th year student at the university of Agadir Morocco 

member of an amazigh (berber) indigenous TAMAYNUT organisation
e-mail: buzandag@yahoo.com

Tel:+21270584156 

Many indigenous communities in the world are vulnerable and live in an everyday danger of losing their culture and language and sometimes even their lives. The amazigh people (known as berbers and refuse to be considered arabs) in North Africa live in separate countries (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Niger, Mali, Libya and Canary islands), it has been a subject for oppression by the political regimes in North Africa. In frontiers between Niger and Mali for instance, the amazigh people was targeted for many times by military forces of both countries. In Apral 2001 in Algeria , the political system called le pouvoire (a french word: the power) and his army used real guns to kill youth amazighs during their demonstrations in Kabylia region demanding official status for amazigh (berber) language Tamazight, the result was more than 100 victims in merely a week of daily demonstrations. Morocco has known many cases of killing civil citizens in demonstrations since independance especially the events of 1965 in the berber region Rif and the killing of many berber political leaders such as Abbas Msaadi..
Inspite of years of struggle, amazigh people is oppressed by these countries' political regimes and is always endangered because of frontiers disputes, oppression of political regimes, hate and racism. Moreover,  amazigh language and culture which are symbols of the people's existance are threatened by non democratic political policies which marginalise them. In almost all these countries there is no clear cultural or educational policies aiming to fight against hating amazigh indigenous people, no official status for Amazigh language.
This situation allows us to expect worse future for this part of the african continent unless the governments introduce democratic policies to preserve the culture, identity and lands of amazigh indigenous people and to fight against hate, discrimionation and marginalisation of Amazigh people.  

