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History is a continuing dialogue between the present and the past. It continuously goes through reevaluation and restructuring through time, especially in the light of exigencies and determinants of the time. Traumatic events, such as the Armenian Genocide, with a permanent impact on the course of history have left their indelible imprint on the collective memory, historical memory of the nation. Generations of survivors have tried to deal with that memory to interpret and reinterpret, evaluate and reevaluate the event and the impact. This continuous endeavor has resonated in the culture, especially the literature of the nation. The Armenian Diaspora literature is evidence to this phenomenon and thus a repository of responses to genocide. And I have duly dealt with the subject.  But the literature of Armenia?

The Soviet regime in Armenia prescribed and imposed the rupture of historical memory. In an attempt to create the new Soviet citizen with a sense of belonging solely to the big homeland, the Soviet Union, the policy of forgetting the past, severing ties with the past and looking forward to the bright future that Communism promised was adamantly and strictly implemented. Speaking or writing about the Armenian Genocide was scorned and labeled as Masochism. 

Is the absence of literary responses to Armenian an evidence of the fulfillment of the prescribed rupture? This paper will examine voices in literature that speak of the continuum of historical memory no matter what the official line. It will trace the covert responses and their stemming into irredentism. It will examine the new voices and the trends in dealing with the memory of Genocide in an atmosphere of free and independent Republic, within the magnetic field of the Armenian Diaspora literature freely and indiscriminately available in Armenia, and as a determinant in the current Turkish-Armenian relationship.

Ninety years after the Genocide the memory is still a source of pain as well as artistic inspiration.
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