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During the genocide in the former Yugoslavia, women of all ethinc backgrounds were raped and many gave birth to children of this violence. To date, very little empirical data has been gathered on what has happened to these children, although there have been reports of infanticide, stigma, and institutionalization. 

This paper represents exploratory research into questions regarding the identities and human rights of children born of wartime rape growing up in the aftermath of genocide. It explores both discourses within the NGO sector regarding the human rights and “best interests” of these babies (most of whom are now approaching adolescence) and also the different ways in which the children are situated in post-genocide nationalist discourses as represented in the media, scholarship, and public statements by local authorities.  

It is based on interviews carried out with humanitarian practitioners within the children’s human rights network in summer 2003, and across different sectors of the human rights network and civil society within Bosnia and Croatia in summer 2004.
