Genocide Denial; The Case of Bangladesh

Donald W. Beachler 

Politics Department 

Ithaca College

Ithaca,  NY 14850-7289

Beachler@ithaca.edu


Genocide denial can obviously be motivated by a variety of factors and it can take place under many circumstances. This paper will explore the politics of genocide denial with respect to the Bangladesh genocide of 1971. In 1971 the Pakistani Army, killed an estimated 1-3 million Bengalis and raped as many as 200,000 women in an unsuccessful effort to suppress the Bengali nationalist movement that led to formation of Bangladesh in what had formerly been East Pakistan. 


Though there is little scholarship on the Bangladesh genocide, there is some disagreement as to the exact nature of the genocide. The Pakistani Army is alleged to have single out Hindus, who were regarded as a fifth column allied with India, for death and expulsion. Bengalis who were thought to be important to the independence movement such as writers, teachers, professors, Awami League activists, and political leaders were singled out for execution. Finally, there was a general effort to terrorize the population of East Pakistan into submission.


The Pakistani government denies that any genocide took place in Bangladesh. Others within Bangladesh deny a particular a portion of the genocide, such as that aimed at Hindus. This paper will seek to explain the political motivations that lead to a denial of all or part of the Bangladesh genocide. 


It will be argued the fact that perpetrator regime, the Pakistani government, was never toppled facilitates the denial of the genocide in general. The internal politics of Bangladesh, specifically the alliance of the military that ruled the country from 1975-1990 and Islamic parties, will be examined as a source of the internal politics of genocide denial.  


Finally, little attention is paid to the 1971 Bangladesh genocide in the United States. Since the U.S. was allied with Pakistan in 1971 and is allied with that country again in the post September 11, 2001 period, many officials past and present deny genocide in 1971 if they devote any attention at all to the subject. 


A comparative portion of the paper will contrast genocide denial with respect to Bangladesh to the Turkish government’s denial of the Armenian genocide and the denial of the Cambodian genocide by various government and political factions. 

