Abstract for 6th Biennial Association of Genocide Scholars Conference

The current worldwide movement to commemorate past genocides and massacres and their impact on societies has made the 1937 Haitian Massacre of the Dominican Republic an important topic to revisit. The killings of innocent Haitian men, women, and children along with Dominicans of Haitian descent was carried out by Dominican soldiers and civilians throughout the Dominican side of the border and beyond, making this at the time, a truly national event in the Dominican Republic. The 1937 genocidal massacre was ordered by the Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo who ruled from 1930-1961. Trujillo never accepted responsibility for this violent campaign where estimates of victims range from 4,000 to 35,000. 
The reasons that explain Trujillo’s decision to kill thousands of human beings range from the economic-the need to acquire and convert more land for national agricultural production; to the racial: the need to “whiten” the border and thus the Dominican nation. Regardless of motives and despite Trujillo’s incessant denials that this crime against humanity occurred, a genocidal massacre did indeed occur in 1937.
Subsequent administrations have never apologized for this crime against humanity and worse still, it is absent from the contemporary Dominican and Haitian political discourse. My paper address theme #VII: Commemoration, restitution, and reconciliation by asking the deceptively simple question: if the 1937 massacre of thousands of Haitians and Dominicans of Haitian descent was indeed a crime against humanity, why is there neither a Haitian nor Dominican outcry to remember this event in either Haiti, the Dominican Republic or the world?  
